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A few decades ago, only anglers wese interesied in catching bass. There
was no real commescial imterest until the mid-saventies, but then these

were plenty of cod and haddock around. Not 5o now...

ACK OF COMMERCIATL fnterest

in bass was jist a5 well becaise

& 1 longlived, slow-growing

fich, large bass of 4.3kg (100H)

and abowe were never thick on
the groumd. Mevertheless, a significant
proportion of the population did e to
meach old age and grow to weigh double
figures and some anglers wene foriunate
enough to caphure one such fme fish in
INoEL SEasTS.

Back then, the nomadic bass was at
its northern-most Hmit armd the T
and spawming sucoess was haphazamd
with bt one year in ten providing the
bulk of the stock, but thiswas sufficent
to ensure that anglers weme satisfied
with their catches of bass.

By the end of the seventies them
were changes afoot - some pood - some
dissstrous for bass

Bass were becoming fashionsble n
the chic restaurants of Sloane Square
and TV celebrity chefs began to promote
bass as a delicacy, Demand for bass was
escalating at a time when, the dreaded
monofilament gill npets also became

widely available. The writing was on
the wall

The minimmm legal size for bass has
always been well below the size when
they spawm. Increasing commercial
fishing pressure has gradually emded
the quality of the bass stock, with
medium and larger-sized fish becoming
rare in anglers’ catches. The fmal twist
wias the targeting of spewning tess n
the English Charmel, firstly by French
boats and mome mecently with a foee-
for-all with Dutch and Scottish vessels

disphred from the serioushy

SﬂI'IEEﬂOd news
THERE was a positive shift taking
place - the climate was changing

‘Winter sea termperahimes
wete rising and mstead of good

spanming onoe every ten years,
fromm 1989 bess have enjoyed a
succession of excellent spawning
years. Recruitrment is at an all-time
high and survival of timy haess &=
better than ever.

Pass populations bave also
mowed further north and can be
found all arsmd the UK and even
in Nomway:
With the decline of cod, bass
heve become the anglers it
choice A recent survey found that
70 per cent of sea anglers now
fizh for round fieh, such a5 cod
and bass, and an estimated £100
million ¥ spent each year by sea
anglers targeting bass, cormpared
tovthe first-hand sale vahue of
comrner: al bass catches of £3.1
site) Anglers are the goose that Lays
the golden egg for K PLC.

So what's

caught by gill nets and traeders
before they have even spawmed.
While anglers in mamy locations
can catch 35 many - or indesd
more - bass than used to be the
case, oet, however, ame less than
acouple of poumds in weight.
Given the increase in young
tass and their spread further
north, anglers should and could
be emjoving mind-blowing fishing
Whether fishing for bass with
bits, lures or flies, or fishing from
beat or shore, bass angling amound
mmuch of the UK should produce
Iots of 2-3kg (4-71h) fish, with
good pmspects for fish up to and
over 4.5kg (100bY. Pat these fich
ame nowhere to be Iund - they've
mostly been canght innets and
exported to the continent.
Mother Mature is doing her
best to provide us with good
gpart, BUT the curment fisheries
management regime, a5 always,
is dominated by protecting
commercial ishing. The needs of
anglers are being ignomed..

A Better future
for sea

I 2003, the Prime Mimister's
Cabinet Office set up an en-
into the future of the TE
sector and extensive
stakeholder consultations
took: place.

A number of angling organi-
sations worked strenuously to
make the case for angling. For
once, they were listened to.

In March 2004, 2 200+ page
report was published by the
Government. It made frequent
reference to the value of

sed angling and a whole
section was devoted to the

angling sectar.

SOME OF THE HAIR PHNTS

IN THES REPORT WERE:

# InshoreMsheries manzgement
should forus on eplict managsment
of recreatioral 5ea anging.

» Management o maximise
opportunities for remeational angers
mears reducing commerdal Nshing
pressune to allowr species Tavoured by
523 anglers, such 25 bass, to grow o
much farger siees.

& Fiheries depariments should
review the evidence of supporting
arguments for re-desigrating
commercially caught spedes forwholly
reeational sea angling beginning
wiith ke

Empty words?

THESE words should

soumd like music to anglers'

ears, but they are onby

Tecormmendat ions.

They come from a team of

independent experts who don't

cary the cultural baggage of

gaving the commercial fishing

incustry at all costs.
Henwever, you can imagine

the outery from some

commercial quarters and

the lobbying to get such

recormmendat ions stopped in

their tmaclks?

It's up to us as sea anglers to
get our act together and ensure

that the mcommendations
become reality. In other words
we all hawve to shout loudly if
our voice is to be heard and
listened to. The future quality
of bass angling is in our hands.

Sea angling is

big business

THE evidence for recognition
of the socio-economic vahie
of sea angling continues to
g, For many fish species,
anglers" expenditure on sport
fishing dwarfs commencial
value and anglers are the main
stakeholders.

But wre have to get political
if we wish to see things change
for the better and have bass
managed for anglers not
commercial fishermen.

The Governments advisers
have singled out bass as a
candidate for recreational
priorty and have mquested
that sea angling puts forward
a plan to ensure best value is
achieved from our bass stocks.

BASS mernbers have
contributed to the research
over marny years and have
preduced a 60-page document
outlining how our sport can be
developed over the nest few
viears. This document has been
presented to Government and
hsheries managers and is called
The Bass Management Flan'.

Mamy BASS members
fish with equal devotion for
other species as well, and are
convinced that if progress can
be made with bass, it will open
up opportunities for other
species by mising the pmofile of
recreational sea angling @

WANT TO CATCH MORE
AND BIGGER BASS?

You cam ke & S ferawoe -
stamd up o predac and improve
yoax aport - wibarwl e yon can
‘st big bass bpe-by o
« Defa and the Welsh Assambly
ovemime nt will be holding
public comsultations dusing the
latie sLmimer.

This is YOUR onily chance fo
hare YOI say.

Cheesck out the BASS, NFSA &
SADN websitos for advice on
o fio joim i

Plesso parficipate in this
important debate.
IF YOU DON'T ASK -
YOU WON'T GET [+ |

WANTED

BY SEA ANGLERS

THE RETURN OF BIGGER B.ﬁSS

T Bacs Arglers’ Sportfiching Sochity ki
produced a bass managormont plan, The plan sk
ant how W can restors the esbers of lirper
bass arailabie to san angiors by etrodecing
#[rshore gl net restrictions & net-free 2ones
# More protedion for bass nursery areas
& A closed season - to proted spawning fh

aily bag limits -to aid conservation
® 40 inqeased bass minimum size limit
#licences forcommencial bass fshing
# (arcass tagging - to curbillegal landing

THE REWARD

More and bigger bass for you!

For full detalls of the Bas Hanagrsant Man, vidt
& UREGEs com . & e TS0 .Uk
&AL ANl et D LRI
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Bave lawis  Mike Ladle
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