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BASS catch recorder Geoff Gonella explains the reason bass nursery areas
wereset up and why, in some places, anglers don't know the rules

ore than
2O yeans
ago itwas
lecognised

that young bass are
highly vulnerable to
exploitation while in
the nursery ateas.

Here's why. Bass generally
spawn in deep water between
February and May.The eggs
hatch and the larvae feed and
travel towards inshore waters.
After three months they are
2-3cm long and move into
waters such as estuaries, creeks
and around warm water outfalls
that are rich in tiny food items.

Here they stay and grow,
having the occasional excursion
to the open sea, but mostly
staying in the so-called nursery
areas. Reaching 32-36cm,
typically after four to five years,
they move to the open sea.

It was recognised that
these young bass are highly
vulnerable to exploitation and,
as a result, 37 areas became
legally designated as Bass
Nursery Areas. There is more
information on the BASS

where and when the restrictions
apply, and what to do if the law
is being broken.

Full marks to the Chichester
Harbour authorities for erecting
signs at key access points
around that nursery area. Many
others need signs at harbour
offices, car parks and marinas
to communicate with the
general public, sea anglers and
recreational boat users.

It would help to include
details of the bass minimum
landing size (MLS) and advice on
careful handling and return of
undersize bass, whether caught
by accident or design. Perhaps
each IFCA can produce signage
at its local sites?

Shore anornaly
The law on fishing in BNAs
applies to boat fishing only.
Yet an army of anglers can fish
for bass from the shore with
unlimited rods and baits. Where
is the protection in that?

This anomaly needs to be
addressed but some might say:
"No chance, we have the right
to fish from the shore under
the Magna Carta". Well, yes, you
can legally catch bass from the
shore of a nursery area, but it's

illegal to fish exactly the same
spot from a boat.

ln 1990 a booklet was
produced by MAFF (now Defra)
detailing the original 34 nursery
areas and closure times. lt is
available to download from
the CEFAS website, but it
needs updating and reprinting,
Perhaps the Association of
IFCAs can take this up?

A review of BNAs was started
by Defra for the reversal of the
decision in 2007 to increase the
bass MLS. News on this is almost
non-existent. Perhaps the
Angling Trust can take this up?

Full marks to the Sussex
Sea Fisheries Committee for
information sheets on Bass
Nursery Areas at Chichester
Harbour and Dungeness, Also
the North West & North Wales
SFC for a document on their
nursery areas, and South Wales
SFC for an angling booklet with
details of local nursery areas.
Perhaps each IFCA can make
sure that each local nursery
area is explained in a publically
available document?

Effective nursery areas
provide protection for juvenile
bass, so it's time to tie up the
loose ends. 5I

we bsite : http:l lu kbass. com/
inshore-rules/

Basically in a designated Bass
Nursery Area fishing for bass
from any vessel is illegal for all
or part of the year, in addition
to other local restrictions that
may apply, and fishing for any
species from any vessel is illegal
at certain times of the year
when using sandeels as bait.

So, that's all nicely sewn up.
Well, no, and here's why.

At nearly all the nursery areas
there is a chronic lack of signs to
advise anglers and fishermen of
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