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supporting the society's campaigns, induding raTing the minimum
landing siie for the species. Shaun Sorenson explains...

ASS runs a number
of campaigns, with
more in the pipeline,
that everyone can
support to achieve a

successful conclusion.
Most campargning relies on a

core group gathering
information, devising stratery,
planning, corresponding and so

on. A larger group supports this
by providing data to underPin
the proposals or gathering
names in favour of the campaign.

Being more than a Pressure
group, BASS strives to influence
policy makers using reasoned
argument and suPPorting
evidence, and has bums on seats

at the right meetings.
This helps to stimulate PolicY

makers to make the right
decisions, sometimeti :lot to the
extent or at the sPeed anglers
would like, but without such
involvement things would go
from bad to worse.

3t#'

a

t-t
aJt

You can find out more about
our campaigns by visiting
www.ukbass.com and signing
up for our regular newsletter. It's
an ideal platform for you to be
notified about how you can help
to get the changes needed for the
survival of bass, and for future
generations to enjoy a good
standard of bass angling.

It can worlc
BASS has a dream to increase the
minimum landing size (MLS) for
bass to a meaningful figure that
will allow each fish to breed at
least once.

Like the road to enlightenment,
it starts with a single step, but
change takes time.

The demise of our bass catches
since the 197Os has been so
noticeable to those of us that
have been around that long.
What we can we do about it? As

individuals, very little, but if we
unite in our efforts through

BASS, there will be a point when
those who have the Power to
introduce policies for the
effective management of bass
stocks will buckle under the
strength of feeling from
responsible anglers, the
biological evidence and the
financial benefits.

The American striped bass rose

from the ashes in that way, a
perfect example of individuals
deciding something needed to be

done, and striving until that
happened. I think BASS can
influence and change the way
our bass stocks are better
managed in the future, with the
help of us all. Unless real bass

management measures are
introduced, not only do we as

anglers continue to suffer more
blanks and smaller fish, but also

the whole industrY, from
manufacturing and supplying
tackle to the various services,
like bass boats and specialist Pro

guides, and even the holidaY
trade, will all suffer financiallY.

How to help
Recently representatives from
BASS and the Angling Trust
joined MPs from the All PartY
Parliamentary Angling GrouP to
press Fisheries Minister Richard
Benyon for a sustainable MLS
for bass, in order to allow the fish

to breed at least once so that
stocks can recover.

Mr Benyon was told of the
collapse in Irish bass stocks in
the late 198Os and how the
introduction of a statutory close

season, a two-fish bag limit and
an increased MLS has enabled
stocks to recover to the Point
where the recreational bass
fishery is now worth more than
€18 million.

George Hollingberry MP, vice-
chairman of the APPG on
Angling, added: "A move to a

48cm minimum landing size for

bass makes all the sense in the
world. We cannot hope to
continue exploiting the
population in a way that
removes fish from the sYstem
before they have had the chance .

to breed."
Read the press release at

http z//ukbass.com/
wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2ot2 / 07 I B ASS-PR-on-

Richard-Benyon-meet.pdf
You can help us to get this

essential change, which will
eventually benefit all parties.
Send a letter or email to Richard
Benyon (richard.benyon.mP@
parliament.uk) and copy it to
your local MP.

Say in your letter/email that
you support an increase in the
MLS for bass to a point above the
minimum spawning size of
42cm, and that this change needs

to be made quickly.
Your local MP's details are on

www.theyworkforyou. com
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